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Listing of Claims : 

Please replace any previou$ listing of claims with the following current listing of clain s: 

1 . (Original) A method for synchronous media playback, comprising the steps :>f: 

(a) transmitting a media playback invite request received from a first terminal t ) a second 
tenninal, wherein the first terminal is associated with a host user and the second tennii al is 
associated with guest user; 

(b) relaying a media playback accept response firom the second t^minal to the irst 
terminal; and 

(c) distributing a start playback request from the first terminal to the second ter. oinal, 
wherein the start playback request directs the second tenninal to begin a playback sessi on of d 
media file that is locally stored on the second terminal in synduonization with the first terminaL 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, fimber comprising the step of: 

(d) distributhig an action request betwcm the first tenninal and the second term nal 
during the playback session. 

3. (Original) The me&od of claim 3, further comprising the step of: 

verifying permissions associated with the first terminal or the second terminal belbre e: ecuting 
stqp (d). 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the action request is selected ivom the 
grotq) consisting of a rewind request, a pause playback request, a fast forward request, . . textual 
comment request, and a user-specified intemal effect algorithm to modify audio or vide o of the 
media file. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

(d) distributing a stop playback request from the first terminal to the second teir linal in 
response to the host user terminating the playback session. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1, farther comprising the step of: 

(d) storing an internal time in response to step (c); and 

(e) providing an elapsed time to second tomtiinal when the second terminfd joir 3 the 
playback session during the playback session. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) receiving a first internal time Scorn the first terminal or the second tenninal, wherein 
the first internal time is derived from a global time; 

(e) comparing the first intemal time to a second internal time in order to derive a time 
difference, wherein the second intemal time is derived fiom the global time; and 

(f) adjusting transmission of a subsequent message to the first temiinal or Die si «ond 
tenninal. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) receiving a stop playback request from the second terminal in response to tl e guest 
user withdrawing from the playback session; and 

(e) removing a session entry that is associated with the second terminal, wberei i the 
session entry indicates participation of the second temiinal in the playback session. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

(d) receiving a stop playback request from the first tCTninal in response to the 1 ost user 
ending the playback session; and 

(e) teiminating the playback session in response to step (d). 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, fluiher comprising the steps of: 

(d) instructing the second tenninal to modify the media file in accordance with i 
modification file during the playback session. 
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1 1. (Original) A ccmtputer-readdble medium containing instructions for coiitro ling a 
computer system to provide syncfanmoiis media playback and messaging, by: 

transmitting a media playback invite request received from a first terminal to a second 
terminal, wherein the first terminal is associated with a host user and the second terawi al is 
associated with guest user; 

relaying a media playback accept response from the second terminal to the firsi terminal; 

and 

distributing a start playback request from the first terminal to the second tejtnir al, 
wherein the start playback request directs the second terminal to begin a playback .^s on of a 
media file in synchronization with the first terminal* 

12, (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1, further containing i i$tructions 
for controlling the computer s)rstem to provide synchronous media playback and messj ging, by; 

distributing an action request between the first terminal and the second temiina during 
the playback session. 

13, (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1* ilirther containing ii istructions 
for controlling the computer system to provide synchronous media playback and mess£ ging, by: 

distributing a stop playback request from the first terminal to the second termin d at least 
one other terminal in response to the host user terminating the playback session. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method for synchronous Imedia playback and mes waging for 
a host user, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) sending a media playback invite request to an other t^minal in response to 2 host user 
initiating an invitation to a guest user, wherein the guest user is associated with tibe otht r 
terminal; 

(b) receiving a media playback accept response from the other terminal in rr^o ise to 
step (a); and 
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(c) sending a start playbarfc request to the other termiaal in response to stq) (b) . wherein 
the start playback request begms a playback session of a media file m synchronization with the 
host user. 

15. (Original) The melhod of claim 14, further comprising the step of: 

(d) sending an action request to the other tenninal, in response to the host user nitiating 
the request. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of, 

(d) receiving an action request fix)m the other terminal, in response to the gaest user * 
initiating the request. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 15 or claim 16, wherein the action request i j selected 
from the group consisting of a rewind request, a pause playback request, a fest forward request, a 
textual comment, and a request for a user-specified internal effect algorithm to modify mdio or 
video of the media file. 

1 8. (Origmal) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of: 

(d) sending a stop playback request to the other terminal in response to tiie liost user 
terminating the playback session. 

19. (Original) The method according to any of flie claims 14, 15, 16 or 18, whei an flie 
requests are processed ttirough a server. 

20. (Origmal) The method of claim 14, wherein steps (a), (b), and (c) utilize a u ireless 
communications channel. 

2L (Withdrawn) A method in a terminal for displaying information about a syn< hronous 
media playback service, comprising; 
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displa3fing a list of media files, M^erein a selection is received ftom a host usei ; and 
displaying a list of guest users, wherein at least one selection is received from he host 

user. 

22. (Wiflidrawn) The method of claim 21, fiirther comprising: 

displaying a list of playback options, fiom which a playback option is received from the 
host user. 

23. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium containing instructior s for 
controlling a computer system to provide synchronous media playback and messaf:ing, by: 

sending a media playback invite request to an other terminal in response to a he st user 
initiating an invitation to a guest user, wherein the guest user is associated with the oth jr 
temiinal; 

receiving a media playback accept response fiom the other temiinal in response to 
sending the media playback invite request; and 

sending a start playback request to tiie other tenninal in response to receiving tl e media 
playback accept response, wherein the start playback request begins a playback sessior of a 
media file in synchronization with the host user. 

24. (Original) The computer-readable mediimi of claim 23> finther containing ii struetfons 
for controlling the computer sj^em to provide synchronous media playback and messa png, by: 

sending an action request to the other terminal, in response to tibe host user initi. iting the 
request. 

25. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, further containing ir structions 
for controlling the computer system to provide synchronous media playback and messa |ing, l>y: 

receiving an action request from the other terminal, in response to the guest usei initiating 
the request. 
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26. (Withdrawn) A terminal providing synchronous media playback service fo a host 
user, the terminal comprising: 

a services processor; 

a commuriications interface connected to the services processor in order to sup )ort a 
playback session between the tenninal and a second terminal, wherein the second lerro inal is 
associated with a guest user; 

a local storage that stores a media file, wherein the media file is associated wit! the * 
playback session; 

a media player cormected to the local storage in order to process the media file luring the 
playback session under control of the services processor; 

a keypad unit connected to the services processor^ and 

a display unit connected to the keypad unit through the services processor, whe ^in the 
display unit provides at least one list of choices that is assodaled with the playback ses sion and 
wherein the keypad unit receives selections firom the host user. 

27. (Withdrawn) The tenninal of claim 26» wherein the coimnunicalions interfa :e 
supports a wireless communications channel. 

28. (Withdrawn) The tenninal of claim 27, wherein the wireless communicutioi s channel 
is in accordance with specifications selected fiom the group of standards consisting of < jlobal 
System of Mobile Communications (GSM), Telecommunications Indusliy Association (TIA) IS- 
95 and cdma2000 (CDMA), TIA IS-136 and IS-54 (TDMA), EIAmA-553 (analog), D gital 
Audio Broadcasting (DAB). Digital video Broadcasting (DVB), and Universal Molnle 
Telecommunications system (UMTS). 

29. (Withdravm) The terminal of claim 26, wherein Ae media file is selected fir m the 
SfOJip consisting of an audio media file, a video media file, and an audio-video media fi le. 

30. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the media file is locally stored on tJ e seccmd 
tcmiinal for playback. 
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31. (New) Hie computer-readable medium of claim 1 1, wherein the media fib is locally 
stored on the second tenninal for playback. 

32. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein the media file is locally stored on the 
second terminal for playback. 

33. (New) The computer-readable medium ofclaim 23, wherein the media fill is locally 
stored on the second terminal for playback. 

34. (New) A central server for use in a synchronous media playback system a mprising: 
a communications interface; 

a storage medium; and 

a processor programmed with computer-mecutable iostTuctions to perform the Jteps 
comprising: 

(a) transmitting a media playback invite request received from a first te minal* 
to a second tenninal, wherein the first temiinal is associated with a host user an 1 the 
second terminal is associated with guest user; 

(b) relaying a media playback accept response from the second teiDiina toth« 
first terminal; and 

(c) distributing a start playback request firom the first temiinal to the sec end 
terminal, wherein the start playback request directs the second terminal to begir a 
playback session of a media file that is locally stored on the second terminal in 
synchronization witti the first tominal, 

35. (New) The central server of claim 34, wherein the computer-readable med um 
comprises more than one logical components. 

36. (New) A host tenninal for use in a synchronous media playback systeni CO npri^ 
a communications interface; 

a media player; 

a storage medium; and 

a processor programmed with computer-executable instructions to perform the steps 
comprising; 

i 
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(a) initiating a media playback invitation to guest xiser associated with another 
tenninal; 

(b) receiving a media playback acc€q>t response fiT)m the other tei^ in 
response to step (a); and 

(c) sending a start playback request to the other tenninal in response to step (b), 
wherein the start playback request begins a playback session of a media fde in 
synchronization with the host terminal. 

37. (New) A systena for the synchronous playback ofa media file betweeiiterninals 
comprising: 

a host terminal for initiating a media playback invitation and, in response to an accept 
response, sending a start playback request to begin a playback session of a media fUe i i 
synchronization with the host terminal; 

a guest terminal for accepting the media playback invitation from the first term nal and 
beginning a playback session of a media file in synchronization with the host terminal; and 

a central server for transmitting the media playback invitation, the accept respo ise, and 
the start playback request between the terminals. 
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